
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT:  Research Investigation 
Research Skills

(HL/SL)
Task Relevance

(HL/SL)
Presentation

(HL/SL)
Critique of Sources

(HL only)
Timeliness
(HL/SL)

Mark How well do I gather and support my 
research?

How well do I answer the 
research question?

How well have I presented my 
research and evidence?

Have I demonstrated how relevant 
my sources are to my 
dramaturgical research?

9-10

The student makes perceptive and 
accurate observations.  All observations 
are completely supported by research 
evidence.  Sources have been chosen 
inventively.  Sources have been properly 
attributed.  Bibliography is present.
Primary Source Interviews (3+)
Book Research (10+)
Web Research (max 5)

The student shows 
consistent initiative and 
persistence in meeting the 
specific requirements of the 
RI.  Research question has 
been clearly formulated 
and responded to with 
relevant evidence and 
illuminating research. 

The student has written the RI 
in fully appropriate formal 
essay style and subject matter. 
Visual and/or textual material 
has been carefully selected and 
presented.  Word count has 
been met.  
HL:2000-2500 words
SL: 1500-1750 words

The student provides an incisive 
and convincing critique of the 
sources used.  There is an incisive 
demonstration of how relevant 
these sources are to the 
dramaturgical research.  Critique 
clearly demonstrates the student’s 
understanding of the sources.

On time.

7-8

The student makes perceptive and 
accurate observations.  All observations 
are consistently supported by research 
evidence.  A varied range of source 
material has been included.  Sources have 
been properly attributed.  Bibliography 
is present.
Primary Source Interviews (2)
Book Research (7-10)
Web Research (max 5)

The student shows good 
initiative and persistence in 
meeting the specific 
requirements of the RI. 
Research question has been 
clearly formulated. 
Response contains relevant 
evidence and appropriate 
discussion.

The student has written the RI 
in appropriate formal essay 
style and subject matter.  Visual 
and/or textual material has been 
carefully selected and 
presented.  Word count has 
been met.  
HL:2000-2500 words
SL: 1500-1750 words

The student provides a consistent 
critique of the sources used. 
There is a good demonstration of 
how relevant these sources are to 
the dramaturgical research. 
Critique well demonstrates the 
student’s understanding of the 
sources

5-6

The student makes generally perceptive 
and accurate observations.  A range of 
somewhat predictable source material 
has been included.  Sources have been 
properly attributed.    Bibliography is 
present.
Primary Source Interviews (1)
Book Research (4-6)
Web Research (max 5)  

The student shows some 
initiative and persistence in 
meeting the specific 
requirements of the RI. 
Research question has been 
formulated.  Response has 
been attempted.  Relevant 
evidence is general.  

The student has written the RI 
in a register that is generally 
appropriate to the formal essay 
style and subject matter.  Visual 
and/or textual material has been 
adequately selected and 
presented.  Word count has 
been met.  
HL:2000-2500 words
SL: 1500-1750 words

The student provides a adequate 
critique of the sources used. 
There is an adequate 
demonstration of how relevant 
these sources are to the 
dramaturgical research.  Critique 
adequately demonstrates the 
student’s understanding of the 
sources

ONE day 
late

3-4

The student makes generally superficial 
and/or derivative observations which are 
often unclear.  Predictable source 
material has been included.  Sources have 
not always been properly attributed. 
Bibliography is present.
Primary Source Interviews (1)
Book Research (2-3)
Web Research (more than 5)  

The student shows limited 
initiative and persistence in 
meeting the specific 
requirements of the RI. 
Research question has been 
attempted.  Response is 
often unfounded and 
irrelevant 

The student has written the RI 
in a register that is not always 
appropriate to the subject 
matter.  Visual and/or textual 
material is limited and mainly 
irrelevant.  Word count has 
been not been met.  

The student provides a limited 
critique of the sources used. 
There is some demonstration of 
how relevant these sources are to 
the dramaturgical research. 
Critique poorly demonstrates the 
student’s understanding of the 
sources

TWO days 
late

1-2

The student makes superficial, 
inaccurate and unclear observations. 
Source material is limited.  Sources have 
not been properly attributed. 
Bibliography is present.
Primary Source Interviews (0)
Book Research (1-2)
Web Research (more than 5)  

The student shows little or 
no initiative and 
persistence in meeting the 
specific requirements of the 
RI.  Little or no attempt 
has been made to formulate 
a research question. 

The student has written the RI 
in a register that is 
inappropriate to the subject 
matter.  Visual and/or textual 
material is poor.  Word count 
has been not been met. 

The student provides a little or no 
critique of the sources used. 
There is little or no 
demonstration of how relevant 
these sources are to the 
dramaturgical research.  Critique 
fails to demonstrates the student’s 
understanding of the sources

THREE days 
late

0
The student has not reached level 1.
Bibliography is not present.

The student has not 
reached level 1

The student has not reached 
level 1

The student has not reached level 
1

FOUR + 
days late.


